(Editor's note: This is an
article that appeared in the
Hibbing Daily Tribune a num-
ber of years ago when quo
warranto litigation arose over
the incorporation of the vil-
Jage of Leetonia. A consider-
able amount of research work
was doene by atiorneys into
the history of the mining lo-
cation property immediately
west of Hibbing. Carson Lake,
which was northwest of Lee-
tonia, was included in the
scove of the study, and in this
" article, the material was com-
piled by Clarence Kleffman,
Town of Stuntz counsel at that
time.)

“Out of the maze of testimony
in the Leetonia — Town of
tuntz litigation which was com-
pleted several weeks ago, the
ghost of a thing dead for more
than 25 years raised its head
.in a short resurrection. That
which was once Carson Lake
came to life again for a brief
moment, bringing with it the
memory of its turbulent waters,
the riches sought beneath its|
surface, the draining of the lake,|]
the mining operations, and final-|,
ly the collapse into oblivion|
~when it was discovered that the
oves beneath its surface did not
warrant further operations.
“Few newcomers (those who
came to Hibbing within the ‘las*
25 years), know that Carson|,
Lake was really numbered|
among Minnesota’s 10,000 lakes.!]
arson Lake now and for yeard
has meant merely a mining lo-‘
cation and nothing more, and,!.
Indeed, the only things left as-|'
_sociated with a lake are a few,
cattails in what was once its
deepest part. Old pictures show
that in the carly days, the
shores of this lake, particularly
toward the west, were covered
with a really magnificent stand
of white and norway pine. The
eastern shore of the lake was
partly swampy, but many an
old resident of Mahoning, Kelly
‘Lake, and Cayson Lake can re-g
member a strip of fine beach
on-the northeast side that pro-°
vided the swimming for those
communities as well as the peo-{v
ple of Hibbing. And it wasn’tia
only .in the summer that thelr
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lake was used, but records of
35 and more years ago show|!
that the young blood of Hibbing
of the day used the frozen sur-ij
face of Carson Lake for their|g
winter horse races. a
“After the timber was logged!C
off, the lake lost nearly all ofl[c
its natural beauty. Garbage and!
sewage were dumped into its
clear water. and other lakes fur-
ther away began to attract the
people of Hibbing, and so the
first period of Carson Lakc's|
history eaded in a decline.
“But the decline was short-liv-
ed. The lake itself lay squarely
within the limits of what is
known as the ore formation.
Mines had developed around it,
and geologists hoped and
thought that beneath its waters|.
lay untold millions in wealth|J
in minerals. Geologists and min-|c:
ing engineers knew from thcllth
drilling operations that had beenm
conducted that there were nezu‘-!fr
ly ten million tons of iron ore|n:
beneath the lake. At that timelin
the entire Mesaba Range was m
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