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I began teaching in the
Hibbing Public Schools at the
Glen Location in the years 19241925. My first assignment was a
combination 4th and 5th grades.
I remember that Miss Ruth
Raleigh, the Phy. Ed. Supervisor, would come out regularly
to teach folk dancing and
games. The music to accompany our dances was
played on a Victrola that you
wound by hand. The needle had
to be changed often. One folk
dance I especially remember
was called "Roman Soldiers.','
The boys really liked this
dance! One that was a favorite
with the girls was the
"Highland Fling." I liked it too,
and I remember dancing the
various steps right with the
children as I taught them. It
was always a great day when
Miss Raleigh paid us a visit for
she taught games as well as folk
dances. Later, when I taught at
the Pool school we learned to
dance the "Minuet." We wanted
to dance it at a program for the
parents so Miss Raleigh helped
us make costumes and fashion
wigs out of cotton batting. The
costumes and wigs helped make
this program a great success.
Folk dances have continued to
be part of the Elementary Phy.
Ed. program throughout my
teaching career. Now, Square
Dancing is gaining in popularity
especially in grades 4, 5 and 6.
I was almost 21 years of age
when I was assigned to teach
grades 1-6 at our outlying
Townline School. I travelled

there by school bus which
picked me up at about 7 a.m. On
the way to this school the bus
made frequent stops picking up
the country children. Some of
these children were going to the
Swandale Elem. School, grades
1-6, some to the Townline
School, while others were being
transported to the 7th and 8th
grades and to the High School in
town.
At the Townline School we
had one large stove that served
to heat the classroom. From
time to time a load of wood was
delivered to us and the
Kosluchar family, who lived
nearby, would start the fire
early in the morning so that
when the children and I arrived
it was warm. This large stove
had an asbestos shield and
often, when the children came
in with wet mittens, they would
hang them over the top of this
shield to dry. The children were
kept busy filling the woodbox,
especially on cold winter days.
However, they were used to this
chore for they came from
homes where wood was their
main fuel. Neither did we have
running water. From time to
time the children would fill a
large pail from the pump in the
school yard. At first we had only
the outdoor toilets but later
these were replaced by the
indoor chemical type. These
country children, being accustomed to the outdoor kind,
would often forget about the
new indoor convenience and
dash outdoors, even when it was

very cold. The lighting at the
Townline school consisted of
kerosene lamps. These had to
be filled often and the chimneys
kept clean. John Kosluchar
made the fire, filled the water
pail, kept the lamps in working
order, cleaned the blackboards
and swept the floor. For these
services he received $16.00
every two weeks.
At Townline we were one
large happy family. Here
brothers and sisters worked
hand in hand helping one
another in lessons and in
overcoming difficulties encountered. At noon the older
girls enjoyed the duties of
preparing the hot cocoa and we
all enjoyed drinking it with our
bag lunches. We got fresh milk
daily from one of the nearby
families. At first I furnished the
cocoa and the sugar. Later,
when the Superintendent heard
what I was doing, he not only
praised me highly on my interest in the student's welfare,
but he gave me permission to
order the sugar and cocoa on
my supply order.
Noon hours were spent
playing outdoors, weather
permitting. In warm weather
ball games were a favorite,
while in winter the children
enjoyed playing "Fox and
Geese." On some days they
made snowmen and snowangels and had fun sliding on
the frozen patches of ice. One of
my 6th grade girls, who was
more mature than the others
and didn't enjoy the outdoor
play, would stay inside with me.
I discovered that she liked to
embroider, so from time to time
I bought dresser scarves and
pillow cases with stamped
designs and she was very
content stitching with colored
embroidery floss.
School banking was a
scheduled weekly activity.
Tuesday was Bank Day and the
children brought their pennies
and nickels. They proudly
watched their small bank accounts grow. Parents, too,
showed fine cooperation in this
activity, for they understood the
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