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Excerpts pertaining to Pool Location taken from the article titled "The Locations",
company communities on Minnesota Iron Range.
Arnold R. Alanen, Associate Professor of landscape architecture at the University
of Wisconsin in Madison/Fall 1982, Minnesota History. H.H.S.
Locations were groupings of residences built proximate to mine sites; they were
found throughout the Lake Superior region.
The Mesabi Range, where massive
numbers of mining employees had to be housed and accommodated spawned over
775 locations between 1892 and 1920's. By the time mining began in Minnesota
during the 1880's, a location invariably referred to the residential area situated
near an excavation and usually, but not always, bearing the same name as the
mine locations were built next to the mines so employees could walk to work.
While locations had several features in common the most important being that all
were situated on company owned land and indicates three major settlement forms
existed; unplatted or squatter's locations, company locations and model locations.
The need for locations was established once the potential productivity of a mine
site was determined.
The temporary exploration camps were replaced by locations.
For some of the thousands of European immigrants who flocked to Minnesota's
Mining region, the unplatted or squatter's location served as their first home.
Such locations sprang up when the immigrant miners constructed shacks, hovels,
tarpaper covered dwellings, and even occasionally more substantial house on company
owned land. Eventually, the miner and his family had to acquire a squatter's
license which during the first three decades of the 20th century, cost .50 cents
and $1.50 per month; the permit allowed one to remain on the property until
the company decreed otherwise. Pool and Carson Lake were two of the largest
squatter's settlements. Small groups of squatter's also constructed their houses
along the fringe of a town or a company location.
After constructing dwellings in company locations, the mining firms rented or
leased the units to employees, although residents occasionally were permitted
to purchase a house but not the land on which it was built. Rents were generally
one half or one third of fees charged in towns.
Another form of settlement was the model location.
The mining companies perceived
these locations as highly visible examples of benevolent paternalism invested rather
heavily in such locations.
These locations were laid out in a more attractive
manner contained higher quality housing and were intended for supervisory personnel
and highly valued employees.
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page -2Few locations drew more comments from early observers than did those inhabited
by squatter's. Since there was no preconvieved street plan or plat for such locations
the buildings were haphazardly arranged and scattered across the landscape.
In Hibbing area alone more than 30 locations had emerged by World War I.
Pool was an outgrowth of two former locations, French and Finn, and was situated
just North of Hibbing. A newspaper reporter described the settlement quote "The houses are set at all angles, the few streets are zigzagging lanes.
This,
of course, by reason of the fact that streets were made some time after the houses
were built in a neighborly cluster. Every little house boasts at least one wood
shed or garage. Consequently the sheds out number the houses. Boulders, more
boulders, small haystacks, woodpiles, sheds, shacks, lean-to's are seen everywhere.
Occasionally a neat cottage with sturdy cornices, geraniums in the window and clean
yard is seen. Small trees and straggly shrubs grow thickly here and there without
regard for the landscape effect.
From the highest lane, one receives a view of
vast open pits, deep valleys, long clay ridges, and smoky blue horizons. "
To supplement their incomes squatter's often kept chickens, pigs, sheep, and
cows on the premises. Crude out building accommodated the animals.
During the late 19th and early 20th centuries and for many years thereafter in the
smaller locations, residents had to carry water to their houses from a central well
pipe. As early as 1907 and 1909 however, some of the larger locations began to
be supplied with water mains that led to individual dwelling units. An outdoor
privy generally was situated behind each house, although indoor plumbing was
eventually provided in some locations.
By 1921 the Oliver Iron Mining Company
owned just over 2,000 houses; of these 31 percent did not have piped in water
and 43 percent had outdoor privies. Sanitary inspections were conducted and the
company chemist assessed the water quality, garbage and refuse collection services
were provided.
Residents tried to beautify the locations with gardens and tree plantings and flowers,
contests were even held to encourage these projects.
The company recommended
the residents take pride in their surroundings as a means to have the men go
home from work and work in their gardens and not spend time in the saloons.
The company hoped this would reduce alcoholism and absenteeism on the job.
There was always a common dilemma: the possibility of sudden removal to a new
site when mining operations were scheduled to convert the settlement site into an
open pit.
Direct forms of social welfare were provided to the locations.
These included
company doctor's and visiting nurses.
The nurses provided instructions in
personal and domestic hygiene and domestic sciences. They also assisted families
with their monetary, marital and related problems.
These services were believed
to result in a very decided improvement in living conditions and also left a very
kindly feeling towards the mining company for this help.
The Reverend William J.Bell;a young Presbyterian Missionary began a non-denominational Minestry in 1913 that sought to reach into the Iron Range locations.

There were a few locations that had privately run stores, a post office, a pool hall.
Most locations were within walking distance of townsite and most could be served
by the delivery services that many stores provided.
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Gilbert was as far east that it went. This line went right through the Pool area,
so traveling to town's was made easier. However, by 1927 the street car line was
discontinued. By the 1920's the bus services to the locations was begun by the
Mesaba Transportation Company and the Shubat Bus Co., which made town shopping
accessible to the location people and provided for a more sociable outlet for the
location people.
The value of location living is apparent by the reunion you are holding today. We
all know of the hard life of the miners and the isolation of the miner's wife and
family in the early days. But the people living in a location had the companionship
of neighbors next door.
The ready help that was extended by the friendships
and the generosity of a good neighbor.
The fun of the ball games and volleyball
play offs between locations.
The quality of location life was the security the
children felt because everyone's mother looked after you.
As you look around you can see how successful these children became - Teachers,
nurses, and even policemen and some mining bosses, etc. We're proud of each
others success.
Researched by Patricia Mestek, Director of the Hibbing Historical Society,
July, 1988.
Available to be viewed in the First Settler's Museum during the hours of 8:00 A.M.
to 4:00 P.M. Monday - Friday.
"Pool Location - Urban Renewal Study August 1959. Jyring, Whiteman and Hasbrouck
Associated Architects & Planners. "

